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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a brilliant first week back at school, and it has been wonderful to see the children return
with such enthusiasm and energy. This week, children across the Federation have been focusing on
consolidating their learning through our Reteach and Extend lessons, giving them the opportunity to
revisit important knowledge, strengthen their understanding and extend their thinking even further.

We also have a busy weekend ahead across the Federation. On Saturday, our wonderful SongSquad
will be performing at Shirley Methodist Church, and we are really looking forward to hearing them
sing. On Sunday, we warmly invite all of our families to join us for the Remembrance Service, where
representatives from our schools will be laying wreaths at the cenotaph at 11.00am. It is always a
very special opportunity for us to come together as a community to remember and give thanks.

Anti-Bullying Week is also coming up soon. As part of this, we will be sharing resources and
information to help families continue these important conversations at home. Please keep an eye on
the newsletter and ClassDojo for these over the coming days.

I am also delighted to share that we are currently recruiting a Parent Governor to join our Governing
Board. A letter with full details has been sent out via ParentPay and ClassDojo. If this is something
that interests you, please do take a look at the information shared — we would be very pleased to
hear from parents who would like to play a part in supporting the continued development of our
schools.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Mr Mark Carr

11  November - Armistice day Servicesth

13  November - Non-Uniform day Children in Needth

16  November - Anti-bullying Week beginsth

17th/18  November - Parents Eveningth

17  November - Blue Class Cinema Tripth

20  November - Non-uniform day Christmas
donations

th

23  November - Yr 2 Journey to the Stablerd

25  November - Opal Class Cinema Tripth

26th November - Dunfield House information
meeting
27th November - Yr 1 Black Country Museum trip
27  November - Yr 5 Space Museum Tripth

1  December - Junior Advent Eucharistst

1st December - EYFS Christingle Breakfast
2  December - KS1 Christingle Breakfastnd

3  December Yr 2 Great Fire of London Workshoprd

4  December -EYFS Christmas MAC Theatre Tripth

4  December - Christmas Fayre - at Juniorsth

KEY DATES
7th December - Christmas FSAS GIft Sale
8  December - Junior Rocksteady Concert th

8  December - Yr1 Carols by the Treeth

8  December - Yr 3 Carols by the Treeth

9  December - Federation of Light and Thanksgiving
Federation Service in Church

th

10  December - Yr 5 Carols by the Treeth

11  December - Junior Pantomime Trip, The Coreth

11  December - Nursery Nativity performanceth

14th December - Infant Rocksteady Concert
15  December - Yr 4 Carols by the Treeth

16  December - Infant Nativity Eucharist Serviceth

17  December - Infants Pantomime trip, The Coreth

18th December - Amber SMART theatre performance
18  December - Federation Carols in Churchth

18th December - End of term Awards 

An exciting term ahead



Every Day Matters
Regular attendance is so important in helping children feel settled, confident and successful at
school. Each day builds on the learning from the day before, and even occasional absences can make
it harder for children to keep up with new learning and routines.

We completely understand that children will sometimes be unwell and need to stay at home.
However, whenever your child is well enough to attend, please help us by making sure they are in
school and arrive on time each day. Working together, we can give every child the best possible
opportunity to learn, thrive and enjoy being part of our school community.

This weeks attendance was....

Infant and Nursery - Whole School Attendance = 95.8%
Winning Class - Blue Class 99.2%

Junior School - Whole School Attendance = 95.2%
Winning Class - Sapphire Class 99.35%

Well done for your winning attendance!

ATTENDANCE-OPOLY!

Each week in Celebration
Worship we celebrate the
class in each school who
has had the best
attendance over the week. 

That class moves around
the ‘Attendance-opoly’
board and can pick up
prizes along the way, such
as doubling your score, a
tasty treat or additional
play time!



It’s been a super first week back!

INFANT & NURSERY SCHOOL

YEAR 2 WEEKLY NEWS

Welcome back, we hope you had a restful half term break. This week we have kicked off the half term
with reteach and extension week where children have revisited previous learning they may have found
challenging or had the opportunity to deepen their understanding further. It has been wonderful to hear
children talk about their learning so positively.
I was so impressed with the children’s singing in song worship on Tuesday. Led by the year 2 singing
committee, we practiced some of our familiar worship songs and actions and talked about all the exciting
new Christingle and Christmas songs they will soon need to start learning!
At the infants we hosted another open morning for prospective reception parents who came to look
around the school and pop into classes. We had a huge turnout and again received lots of positive praise
about our school, the experiences we provide and the behaviour of our children.
Finally we would like to warmly welcome our new nursery teacher, Miss Hibbert. The children have
enjoyed getting to know her more and we are delighted to welcome her to St Alphege.

In PE, we have started our exciting new dance unit inspired by Penguin Small. The children have been
exploring the character of Penguin Small and his emotional journey as he sets off on a quest to find his
family and friends. We have been thinking carefully about how we can use facial expressions, body
movements and gestures to bring our penguin characters to life and communicate different emotions
through dance. The children have loved experimenting with different movements to tell his story!
In English, we have been exploring poetry, focusing on how poems can be brought to life through
performance. We have been practising using actions, expression and prosody (changing the pace, volume
and tone of our voices) to make our performances more engaging. We even challenged ourselves to
memorise our poems and perform them without using any words at all! The children showed fantastic
creativity and confidence, using their actions and expressions to help their audience understand the poems.
In Art, we have been introduced to the work of Wassily Kandinsky and explored his abstract artwork. The
children spent time looking closely at his pieces, describing what they could see, sharing their responses and
developing their own opinions about his use of colour, shape and pattern. It was wonderful to hear the
different interpretations and ideas the children came up with!
Well done, Year 2, for such a positive and enthusiastic start to the half term!



Welcome back! We hope everyone enjoyed a lovely half-term break and has returned feeling refreshed and
ready for another exciting few weeks at the Junior School!
It has been wonderful to see the children settle straight back into school life, and we've certainly hit the
ground running! This week, we have begun our preparations for Armistice Day, with each class creating a
poppy wreath to remember and honour different groups of people whose lives have been affected by war
and conflict, including soldiers, women, children, animals and many others. We look forward to bringing
these together in our special Remembrance Worship next week.
Elsewhere, our Year 6 girls' football team played their first match, proudly representing St Alphege, while
Amber Class have been busy beginning rehearsals for their upcoming production at the SMART Theatre. 

What a lovely start to Autumn B! There is so much to look forward to over the coming weeks, and we can't
wait to share it all with you.

JUNIOR SCHOOL

YEAR 4 WEEKLY NEWS
Year 4 have had a fantastic first week back, diving straight into lots of exciting learning! In History, the
children have been exploring the lives of the Anglo-Saxons, discovering what life was like in Britain all those
years ago.
In English, they have been putting on their detective hats as Purple Pen Detectives, honing their editing skills
and looking carefully at their writing to see how it can be improved.
Science has sparked plenty of curiosity too, with the children investigating which side of their mouth they
naturally chew on and whether there might be a connection to the hand they use for writing. Some
fascinating scientific enquiry!
Meanwhile, Emerald Class have made a splash with the start of their swimming lessons, which they
absolutely loved! What a brilliant start to the half term, Year 4!

We have such a fun-filled term ahead!



We are committed to supporting each child’s learning journey, and this
half-term, we willl be conducting our regular SEND reviews to ensure
the support provided is tailored to meet your child’s unique needs.
Below is an outline of the SEND review process and important dates to
keep in mind. 

SEND AT ST ALPHEGESEND AT ST ALPHEGESEND AT ST ALPHEGE

Class teaches will carefully review your
child’s current support plan and make
adjustments where needed. They will
create new plans that best align with
your child’s progress and needs. 

Class teaches will meet with our SENDCo
to ensure all new plans are complete,
comprehensive, and well-documented.
This collaborative approach helps us
provide the best possible support for
each pupil. 

You will receive your child’s reviewed
plan and updated support plan, as well
as a pre-review questionnaire. This
questionnaire is an opportunity for you to
share any insights, concerns, or updates
regarding your child’s progress and
development. 

SEND reviews will be scheduled with your
child’s class teacher. These meetings will
allow us to discuss your child’s progress
and support in detail and collaborate on
any necessary adjustments to their plan. 

If you have any concerns about your child’s development and they are
not yet on a support plan, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your
child’s class teacher. They can work with you and the SENDCo to assess
if additional support may be beneficial. 



SPIRITUALITY FOCUS: 
ONE GIFT. ONE ACT OF LOVE.

This week, we are reflecting on Mr Carr’s Challenge: “One Gift. One Act of Love.”
Mr Carr has challenged us to choose one way to put love into action this week. Through Loving Community, we can
include someone who feels left out; through Loving Learning, we can use our knowledge and skills to help someone
else; and through Loving Service, we can offer our help without expecting anything in return.
We have been thinking about how even the smallest actions can make a big difference. A kind invitation, a helping
hand or a thoughtful gesture can show someone that they are valued and cared for.
As we live out our Christian vision of Let your love show, we are reminded that love is more than something we say
– it is something we do. Mr Carr’s challenge encourages us all to choose one gift, put love into action and make a
positive difference to someone else's day.

“Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly
endless.”

 Mother Teresa 

PARISH UPDATES

Join us for our next Messy Church on Friday 20
November at St Alphege Church. Please note the

change of venue.

Our theme will be Teach: How We Treat Others
and we will join together for jacket potatoes at

the end.

Please book your place at
childrensministry@solihullparish.org.uk 



MM‌‌AA‌‌GG‌‌II‌‌CC‌‌M‌A‌G‌I‌C‌

Olivia and Isabelle both volunteered some of
their time over half term to sell poppies to raise

money for the Royal British Legion. 

Well done girls - what an amzing way to let
your love show!

We are so proud of the unique talents our children are blessed with!
Mrs Thompson and Mrs Hayfield

Bethany visited the fire station to learn
all about fire safety, gaining some

really important knowledge and life
skills along the way. What a fantastic

achievement, Bethany – well done!

MM‌‌oo‌‌mm‌‌ee‌‌nn‌‌tt‌‌ss‌‌
M‌o‌m‌e‌n‌t‌s‌

LOVING SERVICE

LOVING LEARNING















 

Dear Parents' 
I am pleased to offer the opportunity of a before school breakfast tennis club for year for all 
year groups at St. Alphege School. Club start time: 7.50am start 8.35am finish. 
The club will be delivered by Rob Tattersall (HEAD TENNIS COACH) from Beechcroft
Tennis & Multi-Sports Community Club. All the staff are suitably qualified and have completed
a DBS check. Children will need to wear trainers, joggers, a t-shirt and a 
sweatshirt; this does not necessarily need to be their school PE kit, it is also advised your 
child brings a drinks bottle with them to each session. Tennis coaching will be outside in the
school playground, in the event of wet weather the hall will be used. 

Reply slips need to be completed & sent by email to: matt.corp@live.co.uk to secure your 

 
Thank you 
Regards 
Matthew Corp 
Chairman Beechcroft Tennis & Multi-Sports Community Club 
Mobile: 07930164811 
Email: matt.corp@live.co.uk 
Website: www.beechcrofttennisclub.co.uk 

Reply Slip 
BreakfastTennisClubSt.AlphegeJuniorSchoolAutumnterm 2026 
I____________________________wouldlikemychild______________________ to attend the
breakfast tennis club. 

Emergency Contact Mobile___________________________________ 

Class & Year group___________________ 

Email__________________________________________ Parent WhatsApp group Yes/No 

Medical conditions __________________________________________ 

The club is limited, and places will be given on a first come serve basis. 

 
St. Alphege Junior School (Breakfast Tennis Club) 

place(s).

Club dates: Tuesday: 8, 15, 22 & 29 September 
Tuesday: 6, 13 & 20 October
Tuesday: 3, 10, 17 & 24 November
Tuesday: 1, 8 & 15 December 

The club will cost £98 per child 14  
coaching services LTD. 
SORT CODE: 04-06-05 ACCOUNT: 18093068 (10% sibling discount) 
Payment plan available please ask

 PM 

Signed______________________ Date___/___/____ 

andisa -weekprogramme.Banktransfer only payable to
Bank transfer details are:
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